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Dear Friend,

As Christians, I don’t need to tell you that we live in 
evil times. We live in a broken world. The reality of 
this surrounds us: war, genocide, hunger, prejudice, 
murder, political lies, environmental disorder, the rise 
of violence in our media—you get the picture. 

Evil is everywhere.

How attuned to evil are you? Around this time every 
year, many throughout the world celebrate an 
old custom that highlights much of the evil in our 
world—Halloween. Nearly 80% of American adults 
are going to watch a horror film on Halloween night. 
93% of American children will be out trick-or-treating 
and only about 20% of us won’t hand out candy. As 
a nation, we’ll spend about 3.3 billion dollars on Halloween-related merchandise this 
year. How did this all start?

Two thousand years ago, the ancient Celtic people celebrated their New Year on 
November 1. It was called Samhain. At the end of the harvest season, the pagans lit 
bonfires and wore costumes and masks, hoping to appease evil spirits and prevent 
crop damage. Halloween is based upon evil practices but, as Christians, we can 
redeem the holiday and infuse it with the light of Jesus Christ.

To help us understand our broken world, this edition of Connection—the magazine 
deals with the very real subject of evil.

Josh McDowell, renowned author and my good friend, has contributed an article 
entitled “Why Does a Good God Allow Evil to Exist?” He reminds us that although evil 
is here and it is real, it is also temporary.

My beautiful wife, Lenya, will help us learn to view temptations and trials through a 
biblical lens. She reminds us of an important truth: “If we aren’t careful, testings on 
the outside may become temptations on the inside.”

In “Hot Spots” we’ll investigate the truth behind that ever famous statement, “The devil 
made me do it!” Just how much do we blame on Satan and just how much of that 
is biblical and accurate? Our “From the Blog” section looks into the proper Christian 
perspective on ghosts and supernatural beings. Should we be on the lookout for 
ghosts?

Also, Chip Lusko speaks with me about the new documentary Shattered, which 
investigates the extent and impact of the occult through mainstream channels into 
the youth culture.

As always, you’ll find great resources, articles, and relevant information to help you 
grow in your personal walk with Jesus Christ.

In His strong love,

Skip Heitzig
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How many people in America actually believe in Satan? A Gallup poll revealed 
that 70% of the people in this country believe in the devil. Half of the people 
polled said that he was just an impersonal force or the personification of evil. 

Others believed that he was an actual personal being. Some saw the devil as simply a 
mythological figure. 

The Bible speaks about the 
devil as a very real and  
powerful super-being. Forty-
six verses in Scripture mention 
Satan; thirty-two verses mention the devil. Jesus spoke more about the devil than 
any other biblical figure—always in terms of warning people against danger. Because 
Jesus spoke about Satan, it’s important for us to understand some things about him.
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Why did God make this malevolent being? Take note: Satan wasn’t always the evil 
one—a transformation occurred in him. 

Initially, he had a high, spiritual position in heaven. It seems that Lucifer was a wor-
ship leader for the choirs of heaven. Ezekiel states: “You were perfect in your ways 
from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you…. Your heart was lifted 
up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; 
I cast you to the ground” (Ezekiel 28:15, 17). Scripture indicates that Lucifer was not 
satisfied with worshiping God—he wanted to be worshiped. 

Another key text in Isaiah states: “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 
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of the morning! How you are cut down 
to the ground, you who weakened the 
nations! For you have said in your heart: 
‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God; I will also 
sit on the mount of the congregation 
on the farthest sides of the north; I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds, 
I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you shall 
be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest 
depths of the Pit” (Isaiah 14:12-15). Lucifer 
lifted up his will against God’s will five 
times in this passage! And this is the 
perfect description of sin: exalting your 
will over the will of God. It’s saying I want 
total and absolute independence from 
God in my life. That was the very heart of 
rebellion from the beginning. 

In the book of Revelation 12:4 we read: 
“His tail drew a third of the stars of heav-
en and threw them to the earth.” This 
speaks of the one-third of angelic beings 
who are the demons that we read about 
in the Scriptures. They are the well-orga-
nized principalities, powers, and rulers 
of darkness that Jesus described as set 
out “to steal, and to kill, and to destroy” 
(John 10:10). Here’s the bad news: they’re 
against you. The good news? Only one-
third fell—two-thirds are on your side! 

Let’s look at Satan’s tactics. There seem 
to be two primary attacks he’s used 
throughout history. First, there’s the fron-
tal attack of intimidation. For instance, he 
tried to persecute the early church. He 
instigated unbelieving Jews and Gentiles 
to gang up against the early Christians 
and kick them out of their jobs, punt 
them out of the synagogues, boot them 
out of town, and threaten them. In some 
cases, Christians were killed. 

The curious thing about persecution is 
that it rarely works. Persecution simply 
separates the chaff from the wheat. 
Those who are really strong believers 

grow 
stron-
ger 
and 
preach 
the 
gospel 
more 
boldly 
while 
those 
who 

are Christians in name only say, Hey, I’m 
outta here! When the chaff leaves, the 
wheat grows stronger. We read about 
this in the book of Acts. Every time per-
secution came, the church grew stronger. 

The second method that has proven 
to be more effective than intimidation is 
infiltration. If you can’t beat them, join 
them, right? If persecution won’t work, 
then Satan will try to get Christians to 
compromise. The church is either perse-
cuted or polluted by false doctrine. 

Jesus told the parable of a man who 
sowed wheat. His enemy came in and 
sowed tares that looked just like the 
wheat—but produced no fruit. The 
Bible said a counterfeit gospel will be 
preached. In Galatians 1:9 Paul said, “If 
anyone preaches any other gospel to 
you than what you have received, let him 
be accursed.”  This is a clear warning 
that there is a counterfeit gospel that 
will be taught—even in churches. Paul 
also warned against counterfeit minis-
ters: “false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into apostles of 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:13). Even Satan 
disguises himself as “an angel of light” 
(2 Corinthians 11:14). So it’s not surprising 
that his servants also disguise them-
selves as servants of righteousness (see 
2 Corinthians 11:15). One day, there will be 
a counterfeit Christ called the Antichrist. 
In the book of Revelation he arises and 
forms a satanic trinity comprised of the 
devil, the Antichrist, and the false proph-
et, all working in concert and harmony 
to deceive men during the tribulation 
period. When the frontal attack proves 
unsuccessful, the secondary attack of 
counterfeit Christianity proves to be very 
successful.

We’ve seen Satan’s primary tactics 
against the church: intimidation and infil-
tration. Let’s look at how Satan attacks us 
personally through temptation. Genesis 
3:1-7 is the prototype for all temptation: 

“Now the serpent was more cunning 
than any beast of the field which the 
Lord God had made. And he said to the 
woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 
And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; but of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midst of the garden, God has 
said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you 
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Skip Heitzig is the author of 
the book Homeland Security  

and is the senior pastor of  
Calvary of Albuquerque.

touch it, lest you die.’” 
Then the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. For God 
knows that in the day 
you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, 
that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree 
desirable to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate. She also gave 
to her husband with her, 
and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they 
knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together and 
made themselves cover-
ings.”    

John wrote about the 
enemy’s approach to 
Eve and Adam: “The lust 
of the flesh, the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world. And the 
world is passing away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides 
forever” (1 John 2:16-17).

Eve saw that the tree was good for food 
and pleasant to look at. This refers to the 
lust of the eyes. The fact that it was good 
for food and that she tasted it refers to 
the lust of the flesh. That it was a tree 
desirable to make one wise and that in 
the day she ate of it her eyes would be 
opened speaks of the pride of life. 

This is how the enemy tempts us today. 
First he comes with the lust of the eyes. 
There are many people today who live 
in a fantasy world. They let their eyes 
wander and look at certain people or 
certain objects and fantasize about them. 
As a result, their thought life becomes 
corrupt. Then there’s the lust of the flesh. 
People give in to whatever the body ap-
petite dictates—whatever they want at 
that moment. There’s also the pride of 
life. This can be so many things, like the 
pursuit of knowledge or the pursuit of 
religion or morality apart from a real re-
lationship with Jesus Christ. People think 
that if they’re religious or moral enough 
or read plenty of self-help books they’re 
bettering themselves. Anything apart 

from repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 
is the pride of life. 

Not only did Satan approach Eve by the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, he also caused her to 
test and question the Word of God. No-
tice he said to her: “Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the gar-
den’?” (Genesis 3:1). Satan craftily didn’t 
deny that God had spoken—he ques-
tioned what God really said. He caused 
her to step back and question the Word 
of God. He made her wonder about the 
promises and dictates of Scripture. 

Satan does the same thing with us. He 
tries to get us to question the Word of 
God, question the love of God, deny the 
Word of God, or even substitute it with a 
lie. How many times has the devil come 
and tempted us only to turn and whisper 
to our hearts, Look what you’ve done! He’s 
the one who tempted us—then he comes 
to condemn us! At that point you need to 
stand up with the Word of God as Jesus 
did in the wilderness. The Word of God 
thwarts Satan.

There is a real hell. There is a real devil. 
But God didn’t create hell for people. Hell 
was created for the devil and his angels. 
He created heaven for you—the destiny 
is your decision. Will God send people to 
hell? No. I think people send themselves 
there. I think they reject Jesus Christ 
and seal their own fate. One person said, 
“Hell is God’s great compliment to the 
reality of human freedom and the dignity 
of human choice.” God will honor the 
choice of men and women. In fact, when 
it comes to eternity, God is pro-choice. 
He tells us to choose life and not death. 
He doesn’t want anybody to perish. He 
doesn’t want hell for anyone. He doesn’t 
want anybody to hang out with the devil. 
But it’s a choice for humanity. Let’s thank 
God that through the act of Jesus Christ 
dying on Calvary, all we have to do is 
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To help you learn biblical teachings about worship, The Connection  
staff chose some relevant teaching and audio for you to consider:

In 2009, the Las Vegas, Nevada Metropolitan 
Police Department reported:

• 13,039 violent crimes
• 111 murders
• 698 forcible rapes
• 4,495 robberies
• 7,735 aggravated assaults
• 47,668 property crimes
• 13,512 burglaries
• 8,927 motor vehicle thefts

28% of Americans believe in astrology   
(horoscopes) and 18% are “not sure”1

The USA undoubtedly manifests the greatest 
concentration of satanic sects which… act 
more or less in the open… Among the well-
known groups which have arisen in the USA 
and which are still active we find: Church of 
Satan, Temple of Set, Order of the Black Ram, 
Werewolf Order, Worldwide Church of Satanic 
Liberation, Church of War.2

1 http://alumni.media.mit.edu/~jofish/writing/valuing%20the%20irratio-
nal%20-%20ambidextrous.pdf
2 http://www.ewtn.com/library/NEWAGE/satan1.htm

GOD’S TOP TEN 
(CD TEACHING SET)  

SkIP HEITzIG

ROaD TO ROmE 
(DVD)  

SkIP HEITzIG

BackSTaGE: SERviNG 
wHEN NO ONE iS lOOkiNG 

(LIFESTYLE BOOkLET)  
SkIP HEITzIG

S t a f f  P i c k S

1.800.922.1888 • connectionradio.org
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cannot be tempted with evil 
Himself, neither can He be a 
tempter of others. He cannot 
be a promoter of what is re-
pugnant to His nature.

The key to fighting tempta-
tion is to look for the way out. 
Paul wrote, “God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temp-
tation will also make the way 
of escape, that you may be 
able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 
10:13). Ambrose wrote, “The 
devil tempts that he may 
ruin; God tests that He may 
crown.” Take heart if you are 
facing temptation. You don’t 
need to give in to it. Look 
to Christ to find the way of 
escape. Remember: Jesus 
wore a crown of thorns that 
we might wear the crown of 
life! lenya H

eitzig
 is an aw

ard
-w

inning author and soug
ht-after sp

eaker at conferences and retreats w
orld

w
id

e.

lenyaheitzig.blogspot.com

What tempts you?  
Shopping malls? 
Cable TV? All-you-can-
eat buffets? Affection? 

Moses was tempted by  
anger. Jacob by deception. 
Samson had a problem with 
recurring lust. Elijah was lured 
into depression. Thomas was 
tempted to doubt and Peter 
was enticed to publicly deny 
Christ.

Alexander McLaren made 
a compelling distinction be-
tween temptations and trials. 
He said, “Temptation conveys 
the idea of appealing to the 
worst part of man, with the 
wish that he may yield and 
do the wrong. Testing makes 
an appeal to the better part 
of man, with the desire that 
he should stand. Temptation 
says, ‘Do this pleasant thing; 
do not be hindered by the 
fact that it is wrong.’ Trial or 
testing says, ‘Do this right 

and noble thing, do not be 
hindered by the fact that it is 
painful.’”

Testings usually come from 
the outside, while tempta-
tions are frequently inward.  
God may send trials while 
temptations are sent by Sa-
tan and are encouraged by 
our own fallen nature. If we 
aren’t careful, testings on the 
outside may become tempta-
tions on the inside. When our 
circumstances are difficult 
we may find ourselves com-
plaining against God, ques-
tioning His love, and resisting 
His will. At this point, Satan 
provides us with an opportu-
nity to escape the difficulty. 
This opportunity is tempta-
tion. James said, “Let no one 
say when he is tempted, “I am 
tempted by God”’; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone” (James 1:13). As God 



12

T h e  o r i g i n a l  
r e s i s T a n c e  
m o v e m e n T  
began long before 
t h e  w o r l d  w a s 
c r e a t e d. 
s ata n  at t e m p t e d  t o 

s Ta g e  a  c o u p  
against god’s authority 

i n  h e a v e n. 

RESiSTaNcE  mOvEmENT
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Lenya Heitzig and Penny Rose

He said, “i will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds,  
i will be like the most High” 
(isaiah 14:14). He enlisted one 
third of the angels to join  
his ranks. But it didn’t work, 
and “that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and  
Satan, who deceives the  
whole world; he was cast  
to the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him”  
(Revelation 12:9). Though he  
was cast out, his resistance 
movement of sin continues.  
Satan entices humanity to  
resist God using every trick  
in the book. James 4:7 teaches 
us  how to resist the resistor.

liFt up…
Lord, my desire is to draw near to You. I mourn 
over the times I have been resistant and dis-
obedient. I rejoice that You are willing to for-
give me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

JAMES 4:7-9

RESiSTaNcE  mOvEmENT
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lenya Heitzig & 
Penny Rose are 

gifted writers and 
speakers. They have 

a passion for helping 
women deepen their 
understanding of the 

Bible and their relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

look at…
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near 
to you.” James 4:7-8

1. According to our text, what are we to “therefore” do? 
Look in your Bible and read James 4:6 to discover what 
the “therefore” is there for. 

learn about…
Submit
Submission speaks of lowering, humbling, or being 
compliant. This military term means to yield oneself to 
the authority or will of another. A person with living faith 
willingly submits to God in the same way that a private 
willingly submits to a general.

• What does god promise those who resist the devil 
and draw near to God?

learn about…
Resist
Another military term, resist, means to battle against, 
set oneself against, or exert opposition. People who 
have made themselves friends with God have become 
Satan’s enemies. “Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Pe-
ter 5:8 NIV).

liVe out…
Think of an area in your life where you have had difficul-
ty resisting Satan. 1 Peter 5:8-9 (NLT) gives three practi-
cal steps to stand in opposition to the enemy. Journal 
about how these steps can help you resist Satan more 
effectively in the future.

1. “Watch out for attacks from the devil.”

2. “Take a firm stand against him.”

3. “Be strong in your faith.”

calvaryabqwomen.org

http://www.m88.org/
http://www.calvaryabqwomen.org/
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Martin Luther

a mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 
were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? christ Jesus, it is He; 
lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 
and He must win the battle.

and though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth: 
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever.
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Just wanted to let you guys know what an 
incredible blessing you guys have been to me.  
We have a new Christian radio station down 
here in south Florida. We have been without 
one for almost three years. It took a toll on me 
personally in my walk. I am blessed to have our 
new station down here in Miami. I had never 
heard Skip Heitzig before. Now we have your 
program—what an incredible blessing it is to 
me. So anxious to get more of your resources. I 
just wanted to tell you guys that you’re doing a 
great job. I have a new hope for this town, and 
your ministry is playing a big part in it and I 
just want to encourage you and thank you so 
much for what you do. 

    James Leyva
    Miami Fl.

beginning 
wednesday, october 6

“Paul’s Long Road to Rome”

Take a look at the Apostle Paul‘s 
unique background and follow  

in his footsteps to the capital  
of the ancient world.

on the connection...

Check connectionradio.org for a station near you that airs The Connection.

beginning 
thursday, December 9
“Intimacy in Marriage”

Pastor Skip shares the 
importance of marital intimacy 
and gives couples biblical 
tools to restore and renew their 
relationship.

coMing up

connectionradio.org

http://www.connectionradio.org/
http://www.connectionradio.org/
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By Josh McDowell

One of the most haunting  
questions we face concerns 
the problem of evil. Why  

is there evil in the world if there  
is a God? Why isn’t He doing  
something about it? Many assume 
that the existence of evil  
disproves the existence of God.



Sometimes the problem of evil is put 
to the Christian in the form of a com-
plex question, “If God is good, then 
He must not be powerful enough to 
deal with all the evil and injustice in 
the world since it is still going on. If 
He is powerful enough to stop wrong-
doing, then He Himself must be an 
evil God since He’s not doing any-
thing about it even though He has the 
capability. So which is it? Is He a bad 
God or a God that’s not all powerful?” 
Even the biblical writers complained 
about pain and evil. “Evils have  
encompassed me without  
number” (Psalm 40:12, RSV). “Why is 
my pain unceasing, my wound  
incurable, refusing to be healed?” 
(Jeremiah 15:18, RSV). “The whole 
creation has been groaning in travail 
together until now” (Romans 8:22, 
RSV). Thus we readily admit that evil 
is a problem and we also admit that 
if God created the world the way it is 
today, He would not be a God of love, 
but rather an evil God.

However the Scriptures make it plain 
that God did not create the world in 
the state in which it is now, but evil 
came as a result of the selfishness 
of man. The Bible says that God is a 

God of love and He desired to create 
a person and eventually a race that 
would love Him. But genuine love  
cannot exist unless freely given 
through free choice and will, and thus 
man was given the choice to accept 
God’s love or to reject it. This choice 
made the possibility of evil become 
very real. When Adam and Eve  
disobeyed God, they did not choose 

something God created, but, by their 
choice, they brought evil into the 
world. God is neither evil nor did He 
create evil. Man brought evil upon 
himself by selfishly choosing his own 
way apart from God’s way.

Because of the Fall, the world now is 
abnormal. Things are not in the state 
that they should be in. Man, as a  
result of the Fall, has been separated 
from God. Nature is not always kind to 
man and the animal world can also be 
his enemy. There is conflict between 
man and his fellowman. None of these 
conditions were true before the Fall. 
Any solution that might be given to 
the problems mankind faces must 
take into consideration that the world 
as it stands now is not normal.

Although evil is here and it is real, it 
is also temporary. Evil will eventually 
be destroyed. This is the hope that 
the believer has. There is a new world 
coming in which there will be no more 
tears or pain because all things will 
be made new (Revelation 21:5).  
Paradise lost will be paradise  
regained. God will right every wrong 
and put away evil once for all, in His 
time.

Christians have a justification for 
fighting evil, immorality, and  
corruption. The world was not  
designed with evil in mind and the 
believer has a real basis for  
fighting social ills. He is not following 
the belief that whatever is, is right. 
The Christian does not condone  
wrongdoing by claiming it is God’s 
world, neither does he assume that 
everything that happens is agreed to 
by God. God does not desire evil nor 
does he ever condone it. He hates 
evil, and the Christian also is not only 
to despise evil, he is obligated to do 
something about it. Even though sin 
is real, it is not something that the 
believer accepts as the way things 
ought to be. By identifying with Jesus, 
the believer has a duty to call things 
wrong that are wrong and to speak 
out when evil is overtaking good. The 
Christian is not fighting against God 

evil came  
as a 

result of the 
selfishness  
of man 
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gist, evangelist, and 
writer. He is the 
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book is Evidence 
That Demands a 
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ranked 13th in Christianity Today’s list of most 
influential evangelical books since 1945. Other 
well-known titles include More Than a Carpen-
ter, A Ready Defense and Right from Wrong.

by fighting social problems.  
Natural disasters, crime, and  
mental retardation should not be 
the accepted order of things,  
because they were never meant to 
be and they will not be in God’s  
future kingdom.

However, some people are still 
bothered that God even allows evil 
in the first place. They question 
His wisdom in giving man a choice 
in the matter. Dorothy Sayers put 
the problem of evil in the proper 
perspective: “For whatever reason 
God chose to make man as he is— 
limited and suffering and subject 
to sorrows and death—He had the 
honesty and the courage to take 
His own medicine. Whatever game 
He is playing with His creation, He 
has kept His own rules and played 
fair. He can exact nothing from man 

God does 
not desire 

evil nor does He 
ever condone 
it. He hates 
evil, and the 
Christian also 
is not only to 
despise evil, he 
is obligated to 
do something 
about it
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that He has not exacted from Himself. 
He has Himself gone through the whole 
of human experience, from the trivial 
irritations of family life and the  
cramping restrictions of hard work and 
lack of money to the worst horrors of 
pain and humiliation, defeat, despair 
and death. When He was a man, He 
played the man. He was born in poverty 
and died in disgrace and thought it well 
worthwhile” (Dorothy Sayers, Creed or 
Chaos? New York, Harcourt Brace, 1949, 
p. 4).

The Bible tells us that God’s purposes 
are sometimes beyond our under-
standing. “For My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways 
My ways, declares the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are My ways higher than your ways,  
and My thoughts than your thoughts” 
(Isaiah 55:8, 9, NASB). Paul, in a  
similar vein, wrote to the church at 
Rome, “Oh, the depth of the riches  
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How un searchable are His  
judgments and un fathomable His ways”  
(Romans 11:33, NASB).

Although the Bible informs us how and 
why evil came about, it does not tell us 
why God allowed it to happen. However, 
we do know that God is all-wise and  
all-knowing and that He has reasons for 
allowing things to happen that are beyond 
our comprehension.
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Taking You through 
the Bible  in  a  Year

OctOber 1 Read: Luke 1-2 
 Reflect: “For there is born to  
 you this day in the city of David  
 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  
 (2:11)

OctOber 2 Read: Luke 3-4 
 Reflect: “And Jesus answered  
 and said to him, “Get behind  
 Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You  
 shall worship the Lord your God,  
 and Him only you shall serve.’”  
 (4:8)

OctOber 3 Read: Luke 5-6 
 Reflect: “But why do you call  
 Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the  
 things which I say?” (6:46)

OctOber 4 Read: Luke 7-8 
 Reflect: “But He answered  
 and said to them, “My mother  
 and My brothers are these who  
 hear the word of God and do it.”  
 (8:21)

OctOber 5 Read: Luke 9-10 
 Reflect: “Go your way; behold, I  
 send you out as lambs among  
 wolves.” (10:3)

OctOber 6 Read: Luke 11-12 
 Reflect: “For where your  
 treasure is, there your heart will  
 be also.” (12:34)

OctOber 7 Read: Luke 13-15 
 Reflect: “And whoever does not  
 bear his cross and come after  
 Me cannot be My disciple.”  
 (14:27)

OctOber 8 Read: Luke 16-18 
 Reflect: “And the apostles said  
 to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”  
 (17:5)

OctOber 9 Read: Luke 19-21 
 Reflect: “By your patience  
 possess your souls.” (21:19)

OctOber 10 Read: Luke 22-24 
 Reflect: “Thus it is written, and  
 thus it was necessary for the  
 Christ to suffer and to rise from  
 the dead the third day” (24:46)

OctOber 11 Read: John 1-3 
 Reflect: “Most assuredly, I say  
 to you, unless one is born again,  
 he cannot see the kingdom of  
 God.” (3:3)

OctOber 12 Read: John 4-6 
 Reflect: “I am the bread of life.  
 He who comes to Me shall never  
 hunger, and he who believes in  
 Me shall never thirst.” (6:35)

OctOber 13 Read: John 7-9 
 Reflect: “Jesus said to them,  
 “Most assuredly, I say to you,  
 before Abraham was, I AM.” (8:58)

Oct.
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OctOber 14 Read: John 10-12 
 Reflect: “I am the resurrection and  
 the life. He who believes in Me,  
 though he may die, he shall live.”  
 (11:25)

OctOber 15 Read: John 13-15 
 Reflect: “Jesus said to him, “I am  
 the way, the truth, and the life. No  
 one comes to the Father except  
 through Me.” (14:6)

OctOber 16 Read: John 16-18 
 Reflect: “In the world you will have  
 tribulation; but be of good cheer, I  
 have overcome the world.” (16:33)

OctOber 17 Read: John 19-21 
 Reflect: “Blessed are those who  
 have not seen and yet have  
 believed.” (20:29)

OctOber 18 Read: Acts 1-3 
 Reflect: “For the promise is to you  
 and to your children, and to all who  
 are afar off, as many as the Lord our  
 God will call.” (2:39)

OctOber 19 Read: Acts 4-6 
 Reflect: “Nor is there salvation in  
 any other, for there is no other name  
 under heaven given among men by  
 which we must be saved.” (4:12)

OctOber 20 Read: Acts 7-9 
 Reflect: “But Saul increased all the  
 more in strength, and confounded  
 the Jews who dwelt in Damascus,  
 proving that this Jesus is the Christ.”  
 (9:22)

OctOber 21 Read: Acts 10-12 
 Reflect: “In truth I perceive that  
 God shows no partiality.” (10:34)

OctOber 22 Read: Acts 13-15 
 Reflect: “And as many as  
 had been appointed to  
 eternal life believed.” (13:48)

OctOber 23 Read: Acts 16-18 
 Reflect: “Believe on the  
 Lord Jesus Christ, and you  
 will be saved, you and your  
 household.” (16:31)

OctOber 24 Read: Acts 19-21 
 Reflect: “And remember  
 the words of the Lord Jesus,  
 that He said, ‘It is more  
 blessed to give than to  
 receive.’” (20:35)

OctOber 25 Read: Acts 22-24 
 Reflect: “Arise and be  
 baptized, and wash away  
 your sins, calling on the  
 name of the Lord.” (22:16)

OctOber 26 Read: Acts 25-28 
 Reflect: “Why should it be  
 thought incredible by you  
 that God raises the dead?”  
 (26:8)

OctOber 27 Read: Romans 1-4 
 Reflect: “Indeed, let God  
 be true but every man a  
 liar.” (3:4)

OctOber 28 Read: Romans 5-8 
 Reflect: “Yet in all things  
 we are more than  
 conquerors through Him  
 who loved us.” (8:37)

OctOber 29 Read: Romans 9-12 
 Reflect: “And do not be  
 conformed to this world,  
 but be transformed by the  
 renewing of your mind, that  
 you may prove what is that  
 good and acceptable and  
 perfect will of God.” (12:2)

OctOber 30 Read: Romans 13-16 
 Reflect: “For if we live, we  
 live to the Lord; and if we  
 die, we die to  the Lord.”  
 (14:8) 

OctOber 31 Read: 1Corinthians 1-4 
 Reflect: “For I determined  
 not to know anything among  
 you except Jesus Christ and  
 Him crucified.” (2:2)
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NOv.

NOvember 1-NOvember 26

NOvember 1 Read: 1Corinthians 5-8 
 Reflect: “For you were bought  
 at a price; therefore glorify God  
 in your body and in your spirit,  
 which are God’s.” (6:20)

NOvember 2 Read: 1Corinthians 9-12 
 Reflect: “Therefore, whether  
 you eat or drink or whatever you  
 do, do all to the glory of God.”  
 (10:31)

NOvember 3 Read: 1Corinthians 13-16 
 Reflect: “And now abide faith,  
 hope, love, these three; but the  
 greatest of these is love.” (13:13)

NOvember 4 Read: 2Corinthians 1-4 
 Reflect: “For we are to God the  
 fragrance of Christ among those  
 who are being saved and among  
 those who are perishing.” (2:15)

NOvember 5 Read: 2Corinthians 5-8 
 Reflect: “Therefore, having  
 these promises, beloved, let us  
 cleanse ourselves from all  
 filthiness of the flesh and spirit,  
 perfecting holiness in the fear of  
 God.” (7:1)

NOvember 6 Read: 2Corinthians 9-13 
 Reflect: “For not he who  
 commends himself is approved,  
 but whom the Lord commends.”  
 (10:18)

NOvember 7 Read: Galatians 1-3 
 Reflect: “Therefore know that  
 only those who are of faith are  
 sons of Abraham.” (3:7)

NOvember 8 Read: Galatians 4-6 
 Reflect: “And let us not grow  
 weary while doing good, for  
 in due season we shall reap if  
 we do not lose heart.” (6:9)

NOvember 9 Read: Ephesians 1-3 
 Reflect: “But now in Christ  
 Jesus you who once were far  
 off have been brought near by  
 the blood of Christ.” (2:13)

NOvember 10 Read: Ephesians 4-6 
 Reflect: “Awake, you who  
 sleep, arise from the dead, and  
 Christ will give you light.” (5:14)

NOvember 11 Read: Philippians 1 
 Reflect: “But what things  
 were gain to me, these I have  
 counted loss for Christ.” (3:7)

NOvember 12 Read: Colossians 1 
 Reflect: “If then you were  
 raised with Christ, seek those  
 things which are above, where  
 Christ is, sitting at the right  
 hand of God.” (3:1)

NOvember 13 Read: 1 Thessalonians 
 Reflect: “Test all things; hold  
 fast what is good.” (5:21)

NOvember 14 Read: 2 Thessalonians 
 Reflect: “But the Lord is  
 faithful, who will establish you  
 and guard you from the evil  
 one.” (3:3)

NOvember 15 Read: 1 Timothy 
 Reflect: “Now godliness with  
 contentment is great gain.”  
 (6:6)
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HOMELAND  
SECURITY
Skip Heitzig examines 
the spiritual threats that 
all believers face, from 
the personal and family 
levels up through the 
global level.                          

 
 $14

Church?  
Who Needs It.
Pastor Skip Heitzig  
presents a series of  
reasons why the church, 
as Christ established it,  
is so vitally important  
to every person. 

 $14

PROTECTING YOUR
FAITH, FAM

ILY, & FUTURE

We live in a country that 
is on constant guard to 
preserve our democracy 

and freedom. But do we pay 
as much attention to the 
security of our souls as we do 
the security of our nation?

Pastor Skip Heitzig examines 
the basic components of 
today’s society and looks at 
the threats that believers 
face at every level: personal, 
family, community, national, 
and global. This series focuses 
on what God’s word says 
about each of these levels of 
society and how we can best 
follow God’s original plan for 
our lives, our families, and the 
rest of the world.

“Otatia sita dolo ipsam nem ipsunt dolupie ndicieniti dolore que si tent.”
     — CHUCK SMITH

“Erchici de latemporum voluptiur mo ipit lat.”
    — GINO GERACI (CALVARY CHAPEL DENVER)

Alachua, FL 32615 USA
BL 978-9  Christian Living / Spiritual Growth
bridgelogos.com

‘A look at the safety of all that matters to us.”  — Greg Laurie

SKIP HEITZIG is the senior pastor 
of Calvary of Albuquerque, one of the 
twenty largest churches in America.  
Pastor Skip is the author of over 20 
books, and can be heard nationally 
on The Connection radio broadcast. 
Pastor Skip is the host of various 
video documentaries including 
Epicenter and Shattered.  He lives in 
New Mexico with his wife, Lenya.

C onfused by all the different kinds of churches? Do parts of church 
history baffle you? Are there trends in the church today that look 
attractive—but may not be biblical? In this book, Pastor Skip 

Heitzig takes us back to the biblical bedrock: Jesus Christ.

What is  church a l l  about ?

Why do church at  a l l?

What is  the business of  the church?

A quick scan of church history reveals real confusion about these 
questions. But no such confusion exists in the Bible. Jesus clearly 
said He would build His church and it should be built upon His life. In 
Church: Who Needs It? Pastor Skip shows us that in order to succeed 
in the future, the church must return to the foundation of Jesus Christ. 
Once we realize that we do need church, let’s learn how to survive it—
and then thrive as its members. 

SKIP HEITZIG is the senior pastor of Calvary of 
Albuquerque, one of the twenty largest churches in 

America. Pastor Skip is the author of over 20 books, and 
can be heard nationally on The Connection radio broadcast. 

He l ives in New Mexico with his wife, Lenya.

Alachua, FL 32615 USA
BL 978-9  Christian Living / Spiritual Growth
bridgelogos.com

“i’m overwhelmed when i see what god is doing. What a thril l to see the work 
of god being wrought [through Calvary of Albuquerque]… god is just moving by 
His Spirit in the hearts and lives of the people.”  
               — SENIOR PASTOR CHUCK SMITH, CALVARY CHAPEL COSTA MESA

NOvember 16 Read: 2 Timothy 
 Reflect: “I have fought the good  
 fight, I have finished the race, I  
 have kept the faith.” (4:7)

NOvember 17 Read: Titus & Philemon 
 Reflect: “This is a faithful  
 saying, and these things I want  
 you to affirm constantly, that  
 those who have believed in God  
 should be careful to maintain  
 good works.” (Titus 3:8)

NOvember 18 Read: Hebrews 1-4 
 Reflect: “For in that He Himself  
 has suffered, being tempted, He  
 is able to aid those who are  
 tempted.” (2:18)

NOvember 19 Read: Hebrews 5-8 
 Reflect: “Let us therefore come  
 boldly to the throne of grace,  
 that we may obtain mercy and  
 find grace to help in time of  
 need.” (4:16)

NOvember 20 Read: Hebrews 9-13 
 Reflect: “Now faith is the  
 substance of things hoped for,  
 the evidence of things not seen.”  
 (11:1)

NOvember 21 Read: James 1 
 Reflect: “There is one  
 Lawgiver, who is able to save and  
 to destroy. Who are you to judge  
 another?” (4:12)

NOvember 22 Read: 1 Peter 
 Reflect: “Be sober, be vigilant;  
 because your adversary the devil  
 walks about like a roaring lion,  
 seeking whom he may devour.”  
 (5:8)

NOvember 23 Read: 2 Peter 
 Reflect: “Nevertheless we,  
 according to His promise, look  
 for new heavens and a new earth  
 in which righteousness dwells.”  
 (3:13)

NOvember 24 Read: 1 John 
 Reflect: “If anyone loves the  
 world, the love of the Father is  
 not in him.” (2:15)

NOvember 25 Read: 2 John 
 Reflect: “This is love, that we  
 walk according to His  
 commandments.” (6)

NOvember 26 Read: 3 John 
 Reflect: “He who does good  
 is of God, but he who does evil  
 has not seen God.” (11)

N o t  f i n a l  c o v e r.

http://www.connectionradio.org/
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Dec.

NOvember 27-December 31

NOvember 27 Read: Jude 1 
 Reflect: “Now to Him who is  
 able to keep you from stumbling,  
 and to present you faultless  
 before the presence of His glory  
 with exceeding joy.” (24)

NOvember 28 Read: Revelation 1 
 Reflect: “Blessed is he who  
 reads and those who hear the  
 words of this prophecy, and  
 keep those things which are  
 written in it; for the time is near.”  
 (1:3)

NOvember 29 Read: Revelation 2 
 Reflect: “Be faithful until death,  
 and I will give you the crown of  
 life.” (2:10)

NOvember 30 Read: Revelation 3 
 Reflect: “Behold, I stand at the  
 door and knock. If anyone hears  
 My voice and opens the door,  
 I will come in to him and dine  
 with him, and he with Me.” (3:20)

December 1 Read: Revelation 4 
 Reflect: “And they do not rest  
 day or night, saying: “Holy, holy,  
 holy, Lord God Almighty, who  
 was and is and is to come!” (4:8)

December 2 Read: Revelation 5 
 Reflect: “Behold, the Lion of  
 the tribe of Judah, the Root of  
 David, has prevailed to open the  
 scroll and to loose its seven  
 seals.” (5:5)

December 3 Read: Revelation 6 
 Reflect: “When He opened  
 the fifth seal, I saw under the  
 altar the souls of those who had  
 been slain for the word of God  
 and for the testimony which they  
 held.” (6:9)

December 4 Read: Revelation 7 
 Reflect: “Salvation belongs  
 to our God who sits on the  
 throne, and to the Lamb!” (7:10)

December 5 Read: Revelation 8 
 Reflect: “When He opened the  
 seventh seal, there was silence  
 in heaven for about half an hour.”  
 (8:1)

December 6 Read: Revelation 9 
 Reflect: “In those days men will  
 seek death and will not find it;  
 they will desire to die, and death  
 will flee from them.” (9:6)

December 7 Read: Revelation 10 
 Reflect: “But in the days of the  
 sounding of the seventh angel,  
 when he is about to sound, the  
 mystery of God would be  
 finished, as He declared to His  
 servants the prophets.” (10:7)

December 8 Read: Revelation 11 
 Reflect: “The kingdoms of this  
 world have become the  
 kingdoms of our Lord and of  
 His Christ, and He shall reign  
 forever and ever!” (11:15)

December 9 Read: Revelation 12 
 Reflect: “Woe to the  
 inhabitants of the earth and the  
 sea! For the devil has come  
 down to you, having great wrath,  
 because he knows that he has a  
 short time.” (12:12)
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December 10 Read: Revelation 13 
 Reflect: “If anyone has an ear,  
 let him hear.” (13:9)

December 11 Read: Revelation 14 
 Reflect: “Blessed are the dead  
 who die in the Lord from now  
 on.” (14:13)

December 12 Read: Revelation 15 
 Reflect: “Who shall not fear  
 You, O Lord, and glorify Your  
 name?” (15:4)

December 13 Read: Revelation 16 
 Reflect: “Behold, I am coming  
 as a thief. Blessed is he who  
 watches, and keeps his  
 garments, lest he walk naked  
 and they see his shame.” (16:15)

December 14 Read: Revelation 17 
 Reflect: “For He is Lord of lords  
 and king of kings; and those  
 who are with Him are called,  
 chosen, and faithful.” (17:14)

December 15 Read: Revelation 18 
 Reflect: “For in one hour such  
 great riches came to nothing.”  
 (18:17)

December 16 Read: Revelation 19 
 Reflect: “Alleluia! Salvation  
 and  glory and honor and power  
 belong to the Lord our God!”  
 (19:1)

December 17 Read: Revelation 20 
 Reflect: “Blessed and holy is  
 he who has part in the first  
 resurrection. Over such the  
 second death has no power, but  
 they shall be priests of God and  
 of Christ, and shall reign with  
 Him a thousand years.” (20:6)

December 18 Read: Revelation 21 
 Reflect: “And God will wipe  
 away every tear from their eyes;  
 there shall be no more death,  
 nor sorrow, nor crying.” (21:4)

December 19  Read: Revelation 22 
  Reflect: “Whoever desires,  
  let him take the water of life  
  freely.” (22:17)

December 20-31 Read: Your favorite  
  account of Christ’s birth in  
  the Gospels. 
  Reflect: Your personal walk  
  with Christ in the past year.

IN JaNuary 2011,  
ConneCtion—the magazine’s daily  
devotional will be adapted from  
The Daily GoD Book by skip heitzig.  
Celebrate the joy of Christmas—we’ll  
see you next year!

Daily DevOtiONal

1.800.922.1888 • connectionradio.org

The Daily God Book
The Daily God Book - Through the Bible in 365 Days is 
an innovative new devotional by Pastor Skip Heitzig. 
In it you’ll find unique insights on key stories and 
chapters throughout the Bible, along with points to 
consider as you read. There’s also a convenient daily 
system for reading through the Bible in one year.

          $15
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Skip: We’re coming up on Halloween season again. This “holiday” has 
completely saturated our society. What is the documentary Shattered 
about? 

Chip: Shattered is a full-length documentary that explores the extent 
and impact of the occult through mainstream channels into the youth 
culture. This documentary reveals a disturbing and increasing tempo of 
messages that can lead to destructive behavior.  Shattered examines 
diverse cultural threads—from vampire mania in films to how media  
and evolutionary concepts became a deadly combination for the  
perpetrators at the Columbine massacre. The documentary also  
presents practical steps for families to take for safeguarding their 
homes against this occult onslaught.

Skip: What did you learn about evil through the process of making the 
documentary?

Chip: There are cultural patterns and trends at work that we should 
be aware of. More powerful technology and production techniques are 
subjecting media “victims” to a dazzling array of temptations. Fantasy 
lives, avatars, and dark practices have one common denominator: they 
lead people away from the reality of God’s truth. It doesn’t matter if 
the technology consists of old-school Tarot cards or uses a 3-D virtual 
computer world. The broad road leads you away from a relationship 
with God; the effect and outcome are the same. 

“When vampires are mainstream movie stars and you see Twilight t-shirts in church, our culture is in deep trouble.”

http://www.shatteredthedvd.com/


Skip Heitzig recently spoke with  
Connection media consultant Chip Lusko.
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chip Lusko is the media 
consultant to Connection  

Communications. His  
ministry specialty areas 

include media and outreach.

Skip: In your research, what mediums or forms of  
entertainment are most likely to promote and highlight evil?

Chip: Everyone has their own area of attraction or  
entertainment hot button. Overt evil is easy to recognize. 
The troubling trend is found in the glamorization of deeply 
occult practices typified in the vampire films. The Bible 
warns about calling good evil and evil good. When  
vampires are mainstream movie stars and you see Twilight 
t-shirts in church, our culture is in deep trouble. This is not 
just a fad—it is a serious warning sign.  We need to pay  
attention and take action.

Skip: What can people do to protect themselves from the 
onslaught of evil in our culture? 

Chip: Three words: examination, communication, and  
action. Be aware of the media that is influencing you and 
your family. Talk about it and get it out in the light. Then, 
don’t be afraid to take strong and consistent action.

“When vampires are mainstream movie stars and you see Twilight t-shirts in church, our culture is in deep trouble.”
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Question:  
My friend believes in ghosts.  
When I told her the Bible 
doesn’t teach that ghosts  
exist, my friend brought me  
to I Samuel 28-30, where  
several references to ghosts 
are found. I’m confused. Can 
you please help?

Answer: Good  
question. I sympathize 
with your confusion over 
the issue of ghosts. At first 
glance, the Bible appears to 
teach that ghosts are real.

But before I tackle the 
specific Scripture reference 
you mentioned, let’s look 
at some general “ghostly” 
terms. 

First, we need to define the 
word ghost. Do we mean 
that ghosts are people who 
have died but now wander 
around earth? If this is our 
definition then no, the Bible 
does not teach that ghosts 
exist. But what if we mean 
some form of spiritual being 
(good or evil) that can—on 
occasion—interact with hu-
man beings? According to 
the Bible, this is definitely 
possible.

Let me stress that it’s 
important to distinguish 
between the two definitions. 
Pop culture’s idea of ghosts 
as dead humans who haunt 
the world has no biblical 
basis—but it is believed and 
taught in movies, songs, 
and stories. Yet we can’t just 
dismiss any and all super-
natural activity. The Bible is 
clear in teaching that super-

Pop  
culture’s 
idea of 
ghosts as 
dead  
humans 
who 
haunt  
the world 
has no 
biblical 
basis—
but it is 
believed 
and 
taught  
in movies, 
songs, and 
stories. 



correctly interpret the text in 
I Samuel?  

By understanding what the 
Bible does teach about su-
pernatural beings, we must 
conclude that the apparition 
that Saul saw wasn’t a ghost 
in the popular understand-
ing of the word. Instead, 
it was something the Lord 
allowed to teach Saul a les-
son.  

The context of the sec-
tion in I Samuel 28 clearly 
states that Saul was going 
against the Lord in seeking 
the medium of En Dor.  But 
the raising of Samuel was 
something the Lord ulti-
mately allowed according 
to His purposes. There are 
three major views in relation 
to this passage:

The medium performed the 
miracle by demonic powers.

The medium didn’t truly 
bring Samuel from the 
dead—she only pretended 
to do so.

God allowed the medium 
to bring Samuel from the 
dead to rebuke Saul. There-
fore the ghost or apparition 
was permitted by God and 
not something the medium 
conjured up in her own 
“powers.”

Any way we view this pas-
sage, it clearly does not 
support the popular view 
of ghosts wandering the 
earth, haunting people, and/
or inhabiting buildings or 
graveyards.

I hope this answer helps 
you in your understanding of 
Scripture.

Thank you for the question!

Skip
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natural beings—demons and 
angels—can interact with 
humanity.

When we talk with folks 
who believe in the dead 
haunting the earth, we can 
bring them to several Bible 
verses that teach otherwise. 
One of the clearest declara-
tions is found in Hebrews 
9:27: “Man is destined to 
die once, and after that to 
face judgment.” This means 
there’s no walking the earth 
after we die. We won’t wan-
der—we’ll wait for judgment.

Let’s take a closer look at 
angels and demons, since 
these are the two primary 
supernatural beings in the 
Bible.  Here are a few things 
regarding angels:

God made angels. Angels 
are not like God. They are 
not eternal and all-powerful. 
In fact, angels are far closer 
to human beings. They were 
created by God. They have a 
free will like humans. Angels 
can talk, fight, and worship 
God. The Bible even gives us 
the names of some angels, 
like Michael and Gabriel.

angels do not have a 
physical body like humans. 
Angels are called spirits 
in the Bible (see Hebrews 
1:14), and usually cannot 
be seen by the human eye. 
But sometimes God allows 
angels to enter our time 
dimension so we can com-
municate with them. Jesus 
tells us that angels are not 
given in marriage (see Luke 
20:34-36), which may mean 
that they do not have family 
relations or the ability to 
procreate.

angels have a job. The Bi-
ble teaches that angels have 
three main jobs. First, angels 
enact the will of God. In a 
sense, they are messengers 
and ambassadors for God, 
doing what He asks of them. 

Second, they help protect 
humans (see Psalm 91:11-12). 
Third, angels worship and 
surround God in heaven (see 
Revelation 4:8).

Types of angels. We don’t 
know exactly how many an-
gels there are, but the Bible 
states there are different 
types of angels. Three com-
mon types are described in 
Scripture: the cherubim, who 
act as guards, (see Genesis 
3:24), the seraphim, who are 
worship leaders, (see Isaiah 
6:2-7), and the living crea-
tures, who resemble animals 
(see Ezekiel 1:5; Revelation 
4:6-8).

Here are a few things  
concerning demons: The 
Bible teaches that demons 
are real.

Demons were once good 
angels who fell during the 
fall of Satan (see Jude 6).

Satan is the lead demon. 
He is also called Lucifer (see 
Isaiah 14; Matthew 4).  

Satan originated sin. He 
spends his existence tempt-
ing and leading humans 
from God (see 2 Corinthians 
4:4).

Satan and demons are not 
as powerful as God. They 
are under the jurisdiction of 
God.

Demons are not the only 
cause of evil in the world. 
The systems of the world 
and the works of the flesh 
are also responsible for evil.

christians need not fear 
demons (see 1 John 4:4).

At some point in the future, 
all demons will be cast into 
the eternal lake of fire, be-
ing separated from God for 
all eternity (Revelation 20).

Since the Bible doesn’t 
teach that ghosts are haunt-
ing the world, how can we 



By Skip Heitzig

Back in the 1960s, the 
comedian Flip Wilson had 

a character named Rever-
end Leroy Jenkins. In the skit, 

the Reverend Leroy was always 
meeting with Geraldine Jones in the 

“Church of What’s Happening Now.” 
One of Mrs. Jones’ favorite lines was, 
“The devil made me do it.” The phrase 
became more popular when Flip won a 
1970 Grammy award for the album, “The 
Devil Made Me Buy This Dress.”

Most of us have heard this phrase. 



Usually, people use the expression in 
relation to something bad they just did—
like lying, cheating, or stealing. In fact, 
it’s come to mean: “I’m not responsible 
for what I just did.”

So is it true? Does the devil really make 
us do something bad? Or are there other 
factors involved in our wrongdoing?

The Bible is clear 
that the devil does 
have an influence 
in the world. But 
he’s not the only 
factor. When read-
ing through Scrip-
ture, three over-
arching “enemies” 
of the Christian life 
surface: the world, 
the flesh, and the 
devil.

What exactly are 
these three elements?

The Scripture that best summarizes the 
three is found in 1 John 2:15-17:

“Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. And the world is passing away, 
and the lust of it; but he who does the 
will of God abides forever.” 

The 
“world” is 
best un-
derstood 
as the 
systems 
and prin-
ciples that 
govern 
human-
ity. The 
world’s 
internal 
systems 
include 
pride, 

materialism, prejudice, greed, and cov-
etousness. The world’s external systems 
include things such as slavery, hunger, 
apathy, and injustice. 

The “flesh” best represents “the works 
of the flesh.” The Apostle Paul described 
for us the works of the flesh in Galatians 
5:19-21. They include vices such as adul-
tery, fornication, idolatry, hatred, out-
bursts of anger, envy, and many others. 
The verses in Galatians are a formidable 
reminder of what plagues our modern 
society.

The final element is the “devil”. Without 
going into great detail, it’s safe to say 
that he is the foe of mankind and the 
adversary of God. He is a fallen angel; he 
is referred to as Satan.  

Our world tends toward two extremes 
concerning the realm of the supernatu-
ral. Some totally deny the supernatural, 
saying angels and demons—and even 
God—aren’t real. Then there people, like 
Christians, who do believe the super-
natural world exists. They believe in 
God, angels, and demons. Christians are 
supernaturalists.

But not all supernaturalists believe the 
same. As Christians, the truth of biblical 
authority is critical when examining the 
supernatural and demons. Some Chris-
tians believe that demons are under ev-
ery rock, behind every door, and control-
ling every politician. Check these ideas 
with what the Bible teaches.

So the devil can influence someone to 
do something wrong. But he’s not the 
only contributing factor.  Maybe it’s our 
flesh. Maybe it’s our worldly systems. 
Maybe the devil didn’t make us do it.
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Does the devil 
really make us do 

something bad? 
Or are there 

other factors 
involved in our 
wrongdoing?

hotspotsonline.net

The “world” is best understood as the systems  
and principles that govern humanity. 

The “flesh” best represents “the works of the flesh.”  
They include vices such as adultery, fornication, idolatry, 
hatred, outbursts of anger, envy, and many others. ” 

The final element is the “devil.” It’s safe to say that  
he is the foe of mankind and the adversary of God. 
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All the angels of God were originally of    
 the same nature, spiritual and pure. 

Unquestionably they were the highest 
order of created beings. They were spir-
its, pure ethereal creatures, simple and 
incorruptible; if not wholly immaterial, 
yet certainly not incumbered with gross, 
earthly flesh and blood. As spirits, they 
were endued with understanding, with 
affections, and with liberty, or a power 
of self-determination; so that it lay in 
themselves, either to continue in their al-
legiance to God, or to rebel against him. 

And their original properties were, 
doubtless, the same with those of the 
holy angels. There is no absurdity in 
supposing Satan their chief, otherwise 
styled, “Lucifer, son of the morning,” to 
have been at least one “of the first, if not 
the first Archangel.” Like the other sons 
of the morning, they had a height and 
depth of understanding quite incompre-
hensible to us. In consequence of this 
they had such knowledge and wisdom, 
that the wisest of the children of men 
(had men then existed) would have been 
mere idiots in comparison of them. Their 
strength was equal to their knowledge; 
such as it cannot enter into our heart to 
conceive; neither can we conceive to 
how wide a sphere of action either their 
strength or their knowledge extended. 
Their number God alone can tell: Doubt-
less it was only less than infinite. And a 
third part of these stars of heaven the 
arch-rebel drew after him. 

We do not exactly know, (because it is 
not revealed in the oracles of God) either 
what was the occasion of their apostasy, 
or what effect it immediately produced 
upon them. Some have, not improbably, 
supposed, that when God published “the 
decree” (mentioned Ps. 2:6-7) concern-
ing the kingdom of his only-begotten 
Son to be over all creatures, these first-
born of creatures gave place to pride, 
comparing themselves to him. It may 
be, Satan, then first giving way to temp-
tation, said in his heart, “I too will have 
my throne. ‘I will sit upon the sides of 
the north! I will be like the Most High.’“ 
But how did the mighty then fall! What 
an amazing loss did they sustain! If we 
allow of them all what our poet supposes 
concerning their chief in particular, -- 

His form had not yet lost All its origi-
nal brightness, nor appear’d Less than 
archangel ruin’d, and the excess Of glory 
obscured; 

if we suppose their outward form was 
not entirely changed (though it must 
have been in a great degree; because 
the evil disposition of the mind must 
dim the lustre of the visage) yet what an 

The Dead Pastors’ Society 
 is a class Skip Heitzig  
teaches at the School  
of Ministry. Here he  
introduces students to the  
preachers of yesteryear.

http://www.calvaryabq.org/
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astonishing change was wrought within when angels 
became devils! When the holiest of all the creatures of 
God became the most unholy! 

From the time that they shook off their allegiance 
to God, they shook off all goodness, and contracted 
all those tempers which are most hateful to him, and 
most opposite to his nature. And ever since they are 
full of pride, arrogance, haughtiness, exalting them-
selves above measure; and although so deeply de-
praved through their inmost frame, yet admiring their 
own perfections. They are full of envy, if not against 
God himself, (and even that is not impossible, seeing 
they formerly aspired after his throne) yet against all 
their fellow-creatures; against the angels of God, who 
now enjoy the heaven from which they fell; and much 
more against those worms of the earth who are now 
called to “inherit the kingdom.” They are full of cruelty, 
of rage against all the children of men, whom they long 
to inspire with the same wickedness with themselves, 
and to involve in the same misery. 

In the prosecution of this infernal design, they are 
diligent in the highest degree. To find out the most ef-
fectual means of putting it into execution, they apply 
to this end the whole force of their angelical under-
standing; and they second it with their whole strength, 
so far as God is pleased to permit. But it is well for 
mankind that God hath set them bounds which they 
cannot pass. He hath said to the fiercest and stron-
gest of the apostate spirits, “Hitherto shalt thou come, 
and no farther.” Otherwise, how easily and how quickly 
might one of them overturn the whole frame of nature! 
How soon would they involve all in one common ruin, 
or, at least, destroy man from the face of the earth! 
And they are indefatigable in their bad work: They 
never are faint or weary. Indeed, it seems no spirits 
are capable of weariness but those that inhabit flesh 
and blood. 

One circumstance more we may learn from the Scrip-
ture concerning the evil angels: They do not wander 
at large, but are all united under one common head. 
It is he that is styled by our blessed Lord, “the prince 
of this world:” Yea, the Apostle does not scruple to call 
him, “the god of this world”. He is frequently styled 
Satan, the adversary; being the great adversary both 
of God and man. He is termed “the devil,” by way of 
eminence; -- “Apollyon,” or the destroyer; -- “the old 
serpent,” from his beguiling Eve under that form; -- 
and, “the angel of the bottomless pit.” We have rea-
son to believe that the other evil angels are under his 
command; that they are ranged by him according to 
their several orders; that they are appointed to their 
several stations, and have, from time to time, their sev-
eral works and offices assigned them. And, undoubt-
edly, they are connected (though we know not how; 
certainly not by love) both to him and to each other.

 “All that is necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good 
men to do nothing.”  
 – Edmund Burke

“Of two evils choose  
neither.”  
 – Charles H. Spurgeon

“When evil men plot, good 
men must plan. When evil 
men burn and bomb, good 
men must build and bind. 
When evil men shout ugly 
words of hatred, good men 
must commit themselves to 
the glories of love.”  
 – Martin Luther King, Jr.

“To return good for good 
is human; to return evil for 
evil is brutal; to return evil 
for good is diabolical; but 
to return good for evil is 
Divine.”  
 – Royard

“There is no such way to 
be even with the devil and 
his instruments, for all their 
spite against us, as by doing 
what good we can wher-
ever we become.”  
 – William Gurnall

John Wesley (1703–1791)  
was an Anglican cleric  
and christian theologian.  
he is largely credited, along 
with his brother charles,   
for founding the Methodist  
movement.



Americans tend to shop for churches just 
l ike they shop for clothes and cars. When 
you look across the church landscape, 
there are a mult itude of confusing choices. 
Whether that’s a good or bad thing, I’l l 
leave for you to decide. But without ques-
t ion, there are a lot of opt ions from which 
to choose in the church landscape of 
America.

We have loud churches and quiet ones, old 
ones and young ones, fun ones and more 
than a few bor ing ones.

Some services last what many would con-
sider an inordinate amount of t ime, while 
others f ly by, of ten featur ing sermonettes 
rather than exposit ional teaching. The 
wide var iety of church opt ions br ings up 
a fundamental quest ion: “What do I want 
in a church? What am I look ing for in an 
assembly of believers?”What you look for 
probably depends a great deal on where 
you came from. Since we have dif ferent 
backgrounds, we value diverse tradit ions.

I grew up Roman Catholic; I met the Lord 
when I was eighteen years old. My wife 
grew up agnost ic. Others have grown up 
atheist ic. St i l l  others came of age in a 
wide assortment of churches and denomi-
nat ions. This means we come to church 
with dif ferent k inds of baggage and vary-
ing ideas of what church “ought to be.”

While it’s important to ask, “What do I 
think church should be?” it’s far more 
important to ask another quest ion. I think 
too often we fai l to ask the church’s 
founder and director, Jesus Chr ist—the 
One whose idea “church” was to begin 

with—what He thinks it should be. It’s His 
church, af ter al l. So what does Jesus think 
the church should be? 

From a New Testament perspect ive, what 
is “church” al l about? Why do we gather 
on Sundays, schedule meetings for other 
t imes, put together programs, sing songs, 
hold outreaches, and al l the rest? Why do 
church at al l? And once we choose to do it, 
how can we survive it—then thr ive in it? I 
know quite a few people who go to church 
and don’t survive. They don’t make it for a 
number of reasons that we’l l consider as 
we move through this book. But r ight out 
of the chute, I want us to look closely at 
Jesus’ take on the church. He f irst spoke 
of it immediately af ter ask ing His disciples 
a probing quest ion that stumped most of 
them. Matthew writes: When Jesus came 
into the region of Caesarea Phil ippi, He 
asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men 
say that I, the Son of Man, am?” So they 
said, “Some say John the Bapt ist, some 
El i jah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered 
and said, “You are the Chr ist, the Son of 
the l iv ing God.” Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for f lesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but My Father who is in heaven. And 
I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I wil l bui ld My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against 
it.” (Matthew 16:13-18). This passage 
highlights four fundamental truths that wil l 
help us not only to survive church but also 
to thr ive in it.
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Pastor Sk ip’s forthcoming book is ent it led, Church? Who Needs It, Pastor Sk ip 
shows us that in order to succeed in the future, the church must return to the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ. Today the church is attempting to be relevant and contempo-
rary in a changing world. But Jesus never told His followers to adapt to the world. 
Church styles may differ—but their foundation should never change.

Sk ip He itz ig  is the is the author o f over  
t went y books and can be heard nat iona l ly  
on The Connect ion rad io broadcast. 
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If you have not already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
personal Savior— do it now. Please don’t wait. With a sincere and 
repentant heart, pray: 

“Father, I know I am a sinner. I repent of my sin, and turn away from it. I turn to 
Jesus. I believe that Jesus died on the cross and rose again, saving all who believe 
in Him. Fill me with Your Spirit and come into my life. Transform me. Make me 
into a new creation. I pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.”

If you prayed this prayer, contact 
Calvary of Albuquerque 

505.344.0880

There are people waiting 
to hear from you!

Follow

online

facebook.com/skipheitzig

@skipheitzig

skipheitzig.com

http://twitter.com/skipheitzig
http://www.facebook.com/skipheitzig
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ACROSS
2. The _____ is the foe of mankind 
and the adversary of God.

5. “Let no one say when he is tempted, 
‘I am tempted by ___’” (James 1:13)

6. Although evil is here and it is real, it 
is also _________.

8. ____________ beings can  
interact with humanity.

11. “How you are fallen from  
heaven, O _______, son of the morn-
ing!” (Isaiah 14:12)

12. [God] has reasons for allowing 
things to happen that are beyond our 
_____________.

13. When ________ are  
mainstream movie stars...our  
culture is in deep trouble.

15. _________ need not fear  
demons. (1 John 4:4)

DOWN
1. ______ are real (and Satan is the 
lead _____) (Isaiah 14, Matthew 4)

3. He is a fallen angel; he is referred  
to as _____.

4. Satan tries to get us to question  
the ___________ of God. 

7. God didn’t create ____ for people.

9. “For My _______ are not your 
________” (Isaiah 55:8)

10. “_____ the devil and he will  
flee from you” (James 4:7)

14. Satan disguises himself as an  
“angel of _____” (2 Corinthians 11:14)
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